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Office Space (Mike Judge, 1999; 89 minutes)

Screenplay: Mike Judge
Producer: Daniel Rappaport & Michael Rotenberg
Editor: David Rennie
Cinematography: Tim Suhrstedt
Original Music: John Frizzell
Costume: Melinda Eshelman


Cast:

Peter Gibbons (Ron Livingston) 

Joanna (Jennifer Aniston) 

Michael Bolton (David Herman) 

Samir Nagheenanajar (Ajay Naidu) 

Lawrence (Diedrich Bader) 

Milton Waddams (Stephen Root) 

Bill Lumbergh (Gary Cole) 

Tom Smykowski (Richard Riehle) 

Anne (Alexandra Wentworth) 

(Joe Bays) Dom Portwood

Bob Slydell (John C. McGinley) 

Bob Porter (Paul Willson) 

Nina (Kinna McInroe) 

Brian, Chotchkie's Waiter (Todd Duffey) 

Drew (Greg Pitts) 
Steve, Magazine Salesman (Orlando Jones)

Abstract (adapted from box cover & IMDB.com): 

Unable to endure another mind-numbing day at Initech Corporation, white-collar peon Peter Gibbons has had enough. Armed with a bold new attitude, thanks to a hypnotic suggestion, he neglects his job with a vengeance; he decides not to go to work at the same time his company is laying people off. When layoffs affect his two best friends, they conspire to plant a virus that will embezzle money from the company into their account.
Questions for Discussion:

1.  As you watch the film, look for motifs, parallelisms, and contrasts created among the characters, settings, colors, etc.

2.  How does ideology attempt to “interpellate” (hail as subjects) Peter and others in the film? The film often comically dismisses these attempted interpellations, or it highlights their successful recognition. Find examples.
3.  Describe three or more examples of Althusser’s ISAs in Office Space. Are there examples of RSA intervention as well? Find and describe examples from the film. 
4.  How do Althusser’s ISAs operate in other films we’ve seen this term like Fight Club and Bowling for Columbine? Are there examples of RSA intervention as well? Find Describe examples from the films.
5.  How do Althusser’s ISAs operate in other ways outside of our assigned class texts? Describe examples.
